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Norfolk, Conn. 

Dear Sir: 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art 
and especially of the Committee on Works of Art I desire to thank you for the 
opportunity afforded to exhibit on its walls Mr. Hovendon's painting "In the H Q nds 
of the Enemy," and to congratulate you at the same time on being the possessor of 
so fine a work of art. It has attracted so much attention and has been so great¬ 
ly admired ever since its arrival that I feel desirous of knowing, as woll in the 
intorest of the artist and the general public, as that of the Gallery, whether 
you have over thought of disposing of the painting, and if so, whether you had 
ever fixed in your own mind upon a price you would be vailing to take for it. 

Of course, I know very well that you are not a dealer, and that I 
therefore subject myself to the risk of criticism for making these inquiries, but 
I feel at the same time that so much could be accomplished for American art by its 
permanent retention here that you might be willing to excuse them on that aocount. 
In a political, or rather it should be said, in a patriotic, sense, the painting 
would exercise a most excellent influence at the national capital, vhere it could 
be seen daily by people from every part of the Country. In a corresponding 
degree the artist would be bonifited by its exhibition under circumstances so 
auspicious; and, should it be placed in this Gallery, a fit and enduring homo 
would be secured for it. 

It is proper that I should say in closing that these inquiries are 
made solely on my individual responsibility, but that I should wish, with your 
consent to lay your answer before my colleagues in the Board for their infonnation 
and any action they might be disposed to make in relation to it. 




Hoping for a reply at your convenience, and again tendering 
thanks and congratulations, 

I ara, vory respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

S. H. KAUFFMANN. 

Chairman Committee on Works of Art. 
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May 14th, 1890. 



Dr. James C. Welling, 

No. 1302 Conn. Ave. N.W. City. 

Dear Dr. Welling:- 

Mr. Riddle has had in his possession for a number 
of years a portrait of Alexandre Dianas Sr. by Powell, believed 
to be the only portrait of Dumas ever taken from life. He has 
lately been spoken to with reference to its disposition and at my 
suggestion has forborne to take any steps in that direction until 
I §i ould have had an opportunity to communicate with you, or some 
other of the trustees of the Corcoran Gallery. It has occurred 
to me that the portrait would be a valuable addition to the 
Gallery, and if you agree with me I should be glad to have you 
bring the matter to the attention of the trustees. 

The authenticity of the portrait and its authorship 
can be attested by a gentleman now in the city who was present 
during most, if not all, of the sittings given by Dumas to the 
artist, and this gentleman who was familiar with both subject and 
painter pronounces the portrait a striking success. If the 
trustees so desire the work will be placed at their command for 
examination and ; if desired, for transfer to the Gallery without, 

of course, any liability to purchase. 

Will you be good enough to favor me with your views in 

the matt er • 


Very truly yours, 
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Rules for the Admission of Works of Art 


TO THE 



Adopted by the Board of Trustees, March 8, 1878. 


1. Pictures offered for exhibition, properly framed and in suitable condition, shall 
be placed in the Trustees’ room for inspection by the Committee on Works of Art, 
and, if approved, shall be assigned a place by the Curator, who shall have them hung 
under the direction of the same committee. 

2. No Works of Art admitted to the Gallery shall be removed in less than thirty 
(30) days after being deposited, or remain longer than four (4) months, except by the 
consent of the Committee on Works of Art. 

3. At the expiration of the time stipulated for the exhibition of any Work of Art, 
the owner, or his representative, shall be requested by the Curator to remove the same; 
and if he fail to comply with this request, it shall be the duty of the Curator to have the 
said work, properly protected, stored in some suitable place, the entire cost of which 
shall be charged to the owner, and for the payment of which charges the work shall be 
retained as security, and if the property so stored be not redeemed in a reasonable time 
by the reimbursement of the entire expenses of removal and storage, then it shall be 
lawful for the Trustees to sell such works at public sale, after reasonable public notice, 
for cash, and hold the residue, after the payment of the expenses and storage aforesaid, 
subject to the order of the owner, or his representative. 

4. The Gallery shall be at no expense for Works of Art on exhibition or stored 
away, or responsible for any damage by tire, or otherwise, ordinary care having been 
taken of them. 

5. These rules shall be subscribed by all persons whose works shall be hereafter 
admitted, and the same shall thereupon become a contract between them and the 
Trustees, legally binding on both, and also binding on the heirs, executors, administrators, 
and assigns of the depositor or owner of the work put on exhibition. 

(5. No deviation shall be made herefrom without the consent of the Board of Trustees. 


Washington , D. C., 
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